
  
 
    

              Autumn Term              Friday 12th December 2025 

Dear Parents, 
  
What a festive week it has been in school! We ended last week with the Christmas Fayre which was exceedingly well 
organised by the FPSA which brought in lots of families and members of our local community to enjoy raffles, games, 
arts and crafts activities, a fabulous cheese and hot chocolate stall and a BBQ.  Thank you to all those who attended in 
supporting the school, as this goes a long way to helping us to rejuvenate and freshen up our outdoor learning area in 
the Spring Term. Finally, a great big thank you to the FPSA for all their hard work and generosity in giving their time to 
organise such a wonderful event for us to enjoy. 
Our younger children in school were magical in their Nativity performance earlier in the week. It was wonderful to 
watch, and the children shone with confidence, enthusiasm, and festive spirit. Several of them were hugely adaptable 
by stepping into roles at the very last minute due to absences so well done to them as that is not an easy thing to do. 
A huge thank you to all parents and families who came along to support them. I have had lots of lovely comments from 
families saying how much they had enjoyed it. Many thanks for providing costumes and thanks also go to all the staff 
for their hard work in bringing it together.  
On Monday, Skylark Class spent the afternoon at St. Michael’s Church in Bishop’s Stortford rehearsing with six other 
local primaries and were delighted to take part in the evening carol service. The children sang beautifully, and it was a 
fantastic opportunity to come together as a wider community to celebrate the season. Owen and Mollie beautifully 
sang the first verse of Once in Royal David’s City with twelve other children at the start the service. Abigail and Henry 
(who were bravely the first up of the schools to the pulpit) then delivered their readings confidently to a church that 
was full of parents who were brimming out the door. Skylark Class performed ‘Silent Night’ incredibly well and the 
parents greatly enjoyed the evening. Many thanks to those who attended and helped with picking the children up in 
the afternoon. Thank you to Ms Todd to organising and rehearsing for the service too.  
As many of you will be aware and have already been affected, we are currently seeing exceptionally high levels of 
absence due to various illnesses circulating. This is affecting both pupils and staff, and we appreciate your 
understanding, support, and communication during this challenging period. With the end of term approaching, 
tiredness is setting in for everyone, but the children continue to show great resilience and positivity. 
Finally, I am letting you know that Mrs Perale will be leaving Furneux Pelham School and her last day with us will be on 
Friday 19th December. Although we are sad to see her go, we are also very happy for her as she begins an exciting new 
chapter. She has been given a wonderful opportunity to work with horses — something she has always been passionate 
about and truly loves. While the timing has been unexpected, we appreciate your understanding and support as she 
follows this new path. We are pleased to let you know that Mrs Kirsten Russell will be joining our team and taking over 
Kingfisher Class from 1st January 2026. She is very much looking forward to getting to know the children and families 
in our school. Mrs Perale has been a valued member of our team, and her hard work and dedication to the children will 
be greatly missed. We thank her for everything she has brought to our school and wish her every success in her new 
role. 
 
Wishing you a lovely weekend, 
 
Mrs Sarah Cook 

FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Roots to grow, 
Wings to soar 

Value: Compassion  

Roots to grow, 
Wings to soar 



 
Woodpecker Class: The children have been full of excitement as they handed out Christmas cards to their friends. This 
has been a fantastic opportunity to support name recognition, and it’s been lovely to see their confidence grow as they 
match names to their peers with increasing independence.   The children are still enjoying the stocking activity as they 
loved cutting out pictures from catalogues and decorating their own stockings. Their enthusiasm and focus made this 
a truly engaging experience, and the results look amazing!  Over in the construction area, the children have been 
incredibly busy designing and building wonderful creations, including an impressive bench! Their teamwork, problem-
solving, and imaginative ideas have really shone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Kingfisher Class: The highlight of our week in Kingfisher class was our two nativity performances. The children did a 
fantastic job performing in front of an audience, confidently speaking their lines, acting their parts and joining in with 
the singing and dancing. Everyone very much enjoyed the show and it really helped get us into the Christmas spirit.  We 
are continuing to work on our geography topic and have been conducting field work this week to investigate weather 
patterns. This week we learnt this about how to read the temperature, understand the wind direction and talk about 
general weather conditions. In English, the children have enjoyed writing messages to a friend, telling them about a 
mythical creature that visited their house.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nightingale Class: This week in Nightingale the children have enjoyed taking part in a 'rock hunt' in the school grounds. 
They have learned about the three main types of rock -igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic and then went out to 
see if they could find examples of these. The children have really engaged with our geography topic this term and it 
was lovely to see them enjoying the outdoors. Following our hunt, where lots of photos were taken on the iPads, the 
children plotted the location of their rock finds onto a map of the school grounds and helped to devise a suitable key 
so other people can interpret their maps.  

Robin Class: we have been busy across all our subjects. In DT, we designed packaging for our biscuits, using cuboid nets 
to make our models look realistic and professional.  In Science, we investigated different types of animal poo and were 
very surprised by the blue whale’s poo! By observing the faeces, we learned how to predict which animal it came from 
and what kind of diet it might have. During RE, we explored Humanism and discussed what makes a good life. We then 
created posters to represent our own ideas of what a “good life” means to us.  In Maths, we practised plotting 
coordinates to create a mystery Christmas picture and throughout the week have worked on building our resilience 
and embracing the power of “yet”. We learnt about how our neurons get stronger each time we try again and learn 
from our mistakes, just like a muscle getting stronger with exercise. 
 
Skylark Class: Skylark had a fantastic start to the week, taking part in the Bishop's Stortford Primary Schools' Carol 
Service on Monday. The children had all worked so hard to learn and practise the carols, and they behaved and sang 
beautifully. It was a lovely service and a great opportunity for them to perform for an audience.   Another highlight of 
the week was an afternoon of outdoor learning on Wednesday. We used our geography and science skills and 
knowledge to carry out an exploration of the different habitats throughout the school grounds. We found out about 
the features and purpose of sketch maps and then used our observations to create our own habitat sketch maps of the 
school environment. 

  

 
 
 



 

WHOLE SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Attendance – 86% 
Whole School Target Set – 96% 

 
Please contact school every day of any absence. This can be done by calling 

01279 777344 and leaving a message on the absence line. 
 

If you are going to be late, please also advise the school office before 9.15 am 
to ensure a meal is ordered in time. 

 
 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 

 
 
 
 
 

ABOVE AND BEYOND AWARDS 

 
Woodpecker 

Geroge C for be being a kind and caring friend.  
Henry for being a super star in the production.  

 
Nightingale 

Tommy and Angel for making a positive start to their 
time in Nightingale Class. 

 
 
 

 

 
Kingfisher 

Louis for his respectful behaviour in class and around the 
school. 

Finley for excellent progress in reading.  
 

Robin  
William G for his perseverance in writing and kindness to 

others. 
 

Skylark 
Skylark Class for their fantastic teamwork and contributions 

to our carol service this week. 
 

READING AWARDS 

 
Woodpecker 

                                                 Ivy 
 
 

Nightingale 
Hunter 

 

Kingfisher 
Louis 

 
Robin 

Lila 
  

Skylark 
Isla 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 5th December FPSA Christmas Fayre 

Monday 8th December KS1 Nativity Dress Rehearsal  

Monday 8th December Skylark to St. Michael’s Carol Service 

Tuesday 9th December KS1 Nativity Afternoon Production  

Tuesday 16th December Carol Service 2pm St Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 18th December FPSA Christmas Disco 

Friday 19th December End of Term 

Monday 5th January 2026 INSET DAY 

Tuesday 6th January INSET DAY 

Wednesday 7th January Term starts for pupils 

Tuesday 3rd February Skylark history workshop 

Mon 16th – Fri 20th February Half Term 

Tuesday 24th February Skylark O2 Young Voices 

Wednesday 4th March Bags2 School Collection 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Thursday 26th March FPSA Easter Disco 

Friday 27th March End of Term 

Monday 13th April  INSET DAY 

Tuesday 14th April Term starts for pupils 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th May Half Term 

Wednesday 3rd June Bags2 School Collection  

Tuesday 7th July KS2 Faith Tour 

Tuesday 21st July Leavers Service 2pm Church 

Monday 20st July FPSA Summer Disco 

Wednesday 22nd July  END of TERM 

Thursday 23rd July INSET DAY 

 

 
Nightingale 

Evie M-J 



MENU w/c 15th December 2025 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

Tuesday 16th December Carol Service 2pm St Mary’s Church 

Wednesday 17th December Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 18th December FPSA Christmas Disco 

Friday 19th December END OF TERM 1.30pm 

Monday 5th January 2026 INSET DAY 

Tuesday 6th January INSET DAY 

Wednesday 7th January Term starts for pupils 

Tuesday 3rd February Skylark history workshop 

Mon 16th – Fri 20th February Half Term 

Tuesday 24th February Skylark O2 Young Voices 

Wednesday 4th March Bags2 School Collection 

Thursday 5th March World Book Day 

Thursday 26th March FPSA Easter Disco 

Friday 27th March End of Term 

Monday 13th April  INSET DAY 

Tuesday 14th April Term starts for pupils 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday 

Mon 25th – Fri 29th May Half Term 

Wednesday 3rd June Bags2 School Collection  

Tuesday 7th July KS2 Faith Tour 

Tuesday 21st July Leavers Service 2pm Church 

Monday 20st July FPSA Summer Disco 

Wednesday 22nd July  END of TERM 

Thursday 23rd July INSET DAY 
 

Day Menu 

Monday Beef Burger (Red) 
Potato Frittata (v) 
(Green) 
Baked Potato with 
Cheese & Beans (v) 
(Blue) 

Tuesday Chicken Pie & Gravy 
(Red) 
Swedish Style Plant 
Based Meatballs (v) 
(Green) 
Baked Potato with 
Tuna Mayo (Blue) 

Wednesday CHRISTMAS DINNER 
Roast Turkey and 
Stuffing (Red) 
Quorn Fillet and 

Stuffing (Green) 

Thursday Quorn Dipper Taco 
with Sweet Chilli 
Sauce (Ve) (Red) 
Mac n Cheese (v) 
(Green) 
Baked potato with 
Baked Beans (Ve) 
(Blue) 
 

Friday Fish Fillet Fingers 
(Red) 
Margherita Pizza (v) 
(Green) 
Baked Potato with 
Grated Cheese (v) 
(Blue) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES AND INFORMATION 

• Please note that when term finishes on Friday 19th December, children should be collected at 1.30 pm. 

• We are still looking for a parent to join the Governing Board.  If you would like more information, please speak 
to Mrs Cook or contact the school office. 

• We have a vacancy for an After School Club assistant on Fridays from 3pm – 5.30 pm.  Please contact Mrs 
Newman for more information. 
 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE FPSA 

It doesn't seem like a week since our school Christmas Fair but somehow we are at Friday again.  The 

fair this year was ever more successful with the amount of people attending and raised a staggering 

£1932.82 profit.   I would like to extend a huge thank you to the Christmas Fair committee for all their 

hard work and dedication in making the event so enjoyable.  Thank you also to the wider FPSA for all 

their support in helping where they can with arrangements.  

 

These events would also not be possible without the wider school community.  Thank you for all your 

tombola donations, cakes and mince pies, helping on the day and most importantly coming along and 

supporting the event.  To school staff who help before and on the day and for their beautiful hamper 

which was filled with fabulous goodies on our hamper raffle.  I also mustn't forget the year 5 and 6 

children who willingly ran a lot of the craft and game stalls on the day, thank you. 

 

With support from local businesses we are also able to offer beautiful hampers and vouchers on our 

raffles.  We also received stall sponsorship from local businesses and parents across all of our stalls in 

the run up to the fair which was a great start.  A full list of businesses will be published on our 

Facebook page but we are extremely grateful to them for their continued support. 

 

We now head into the final week of term and will be wrapping it up with our school disco on 

Thursday.  We hope lots of the children will be able to come along and enjoy this.   

 

Finally, may I wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

  

  


