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Roots to grow,
Wings to soar

FROM THE HEADTEACHER ‘

Value:Forgiveness ‘

Dear Parents and Carers,

World Book Day

It has been a busy week in schaoth the highlightbeing World Book Day on Thursday. It was a day filled avitttus
on reading for pleasure, talking about books, sharing reading together across the schootativk activities such as
making cornetbookmarks and designing book covers. The childmh adultscame dressedn a fabulous display of
their favourite book characterand we had a paradeutside in the sunshine @fllthe costumesWe also had wonderful
display ofwooden spoon characters which are going on display in sceoa huge thank you to you all fall your
efforts in supporting the day and making it so succesafuthese are the days which children remember for years t
come.

Whole Class Reading

As part ofinformingyou about teaching and learning more over the next few weeks, | felt it would be helmuptain
how reading is taught across the school. More insight will be given into this at the parents reading information seg
You will all be aware that from Reception to the erfdk&2 reading is taughtliaily usingthe Little Wandle phonics
scheme¢ KS A O0OKSYS RS@St 2LJa décdding dedmemdidg anthplenSimgRvards yril is she stat a
buildingstamina for reading anfluency. Aghildren start in Year 3 and across all KS2 classes, children also have a
30 ¢ 45-minute reading lessomwhich builds on from phonicsand embeds a range of skillshat continue to develop
fluency, vocabulary and understanding. Teachess a range of texts which may be linked to a current tidistory,
Geography, Science) engwgthat avariety of text types are usede that fiction, nonfiction and genres (persuasive,

=)

siol

i
dail

information, newspaper reports etcJhe skills used in reading lessons are then linked and embedded within the

teaching of writing.

One text is used over&daycycle:

Day 1¢ Teacher modeal theread, children highlight new and unfamiliar worg@ecabulary is discussaddunderstood,
and dual coding (image and word together) helps embed learning.

Day 2¢ Teacher reads text agaiarange of strategieareused for children to read tiough, first set of VIPERS questions
challenge questions planned fandselfassessment

Day 3¢ Text is read again for fluency, children read al@asdpartners, whole class etc. and second seVIBfERS
guestionswith challenge and extension questions planned for,-asfessment.

VIPERE Vocabulary, Inference, Predictidaxplain, Retrieval, Summarise / Sequence

Thesixdomains focus on the comprehension aspect of readimgpp of decoding and prosodyhey allow the teacher
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text, as the children become more confident in seeing it, it then allows fluency and comprehension téckhpddure
to new and unfamiliar vocabulary and how to decode and use etymology to support them wijthuihils as they move
through KS2.
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Mubulary

Find and explain meaning of

H > Explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language.
words in context = Expleinthethemes and patierns tht develop aeros the s
> Expiain how Information contributes to the overall experience.

> Explain how content is related and contributes to the meaning

* What do the words ... and ..... suggest Why is the text arranged in this way?
about the character, setting and mood? What structures has the author used?
Which word tells you that...? What is the purpose of this text feature?
Which keyword tells you about the Is the use of .... effective?
. N The mood of the character changes throughout the
character/setting/mood?

" . . text. Find and copy the phrases which show this.
Find one word in the text which What is the author’s point of view?

.

means...... What aoffect does ..... have on the audience?
M + Find and highlight the word that is How does the author engage the reader here?
o closest in meaning to....... Which words and phrases did ..... effectively?
ummarise + Find @ word or phrase which Which section was the most interesting/exciting
fz part?
j shows/suggests that..... How are these sections linked?

RETRIEVAL FOCUS

1. Which god protected children?

2. When did the Egyptians start worshipping the ibis?

lmportcnt Animals 3. Which god was represented by an ibis?

The Anchent Egypans ved acinals. They worshio ped D, bast thers is (s aned fearvd Trer

P v baen reength or 4. What is the most deadly animal in Africa?
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o0 cut o e, Slust gochs v woro posh: Find and copy a word that tells you the Egyptians were scared of crocodiles.
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boonche What evidence is there that cats were allowed into Egyptian homes?
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How has Taweret’s reputation changed since Ancient Egypt?
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Crocodiles

Crocodiles are one of the most dangerous animals on the Nile, and the Egyptians feared them. Just
like other dangerous creatures, the Egyptians worshipped them. The god Sobek had the body of
a man and the head of a crocodile. He was worshipped as the god of the waters. Egyptians hoped

that by praying to Sobek, they would be kept safe around the water.
Hippopotamus

You may not know it, but hippos are the most deadly animal in Africa. The Egyptians certainly knew
it and worshipped them regularly. The goddess of motherhood and protection had the body of

a hippo, the legs of a lion and the face of a crocodile. These three animals represented the most
fearsome and protective animals that the Egyptians knew. She may not be well-known now, but

Taweret was one of the most worshipped gods at the time.

Above is an example of a Year 3 and 4 text with the questitimgyside. Please do ask your child about their Whole
Class Reading lessons in schdbls approactmas much to offer children. It enables teachers to work directly with the
whole class at the same time, and it enabdbdldrenin the class to experienca wide range ofexts pitched at their
agegroupleading to strong end of KS2 outcomes.

Wishing everyone a lovely weekend

Sarah Cook
Headteacher
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