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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
World Book Day 
It has been a busy week in school with the highlight being World Book Day on Thursday. It was a day filled with a focus 
on reading for pleasure, talking about books, sharing reading together across the school and creative activities such as 
making corner bookmarks and designing book covers. The children and adults came dressed in a fabulous display of 
their favourite book characters and we had a parade outside in the sunshine of all the costumes. We also had wonderful 
display of wooden spoon characters which are going on display in school, so a huge thank you to you all for all your 
efforts in supporting the day and making it so successful, as these are the days which children remember for years to 
come.  
 
Whole Class Reading  
As part of informing you about teaching and learning more over the next few weeks, I felt it would be helpful to explain 
how reading is taught across the school. More insight will be given into this at the parents reading information session. 
You will all be aware that from Reception to the end of KS2, reading is taught daily using the Little Wandle phonics 
scheme. ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ decoding, segmenting and blending words and is the start of 
building stamina for reading and fluency. As children start in Year 3 and across all KS2 classes, children also have a daily 
30 ς 45-minute reading lesson which builds on from phonics and embeds a range of skills that continue to develop 
fluency, vocabulary and understanding. Teachers use a range of texts which may be linked to a current topic (History, 
Geography, Science) ensuring that a variety of text types are used, be that fiction, non-fiction and genres (persuasive, 
information, newspaper reports etc.) The skills used in reading lessons are then linked and embedded within the 
teaching of writing.  
 
One text is used over a 3-day cycle: 
Day 1 ς Teacher models the read, children highlight new and unfamiliar words, vocabulary is discussed and understood, 
and dual coding (image and word together) helps embed new learning. 
Day 2 ς Teacher reads text again, a range of strategies are used for children to read through, first set of VIPERS questions, 
challenge questions planned for and self-assessment.  
Day 3 ς Text is read again for fluency, children read aloud as partners, whole class etc. and second set of VIPERS 
questions with challenge and extension questions planned for, self-assessment.  
 
VIPERS ς Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, Retrieval, Summarise / Sequence 
The six domains focus on the comprehension aspect of reading on top of decoding and prosody. They allow the teacher 
ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ 
afterwards. 
ThŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǎǘŀƳƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ŦƭǳŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǇŜƴǘ three days on the same 
text, as the children become more confident in seeing it, it then allows fluency and comprehension to build. Exposure 
to new and unfamiliar vocabulary and how to decode and use etymology to support them with this, builds as they move 
through KS2.  

Roots to grow, 
Wings to soar 

Roots to grow, 
Wings to soar FROM THE HEADTEACHER 

Value: Forgiveness 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Above is an example of a Year 3 and 4 text with the questions alongside. Please do ask your child about their Whole 
Class Reading lessons in school. This approach has much to offer children. It enables teachers to work directly with the 
whole class at the same time, and it enables children in the class to experience a wide range of texts pitched at their 
age-group leading to strong end of KS2 outcomes.  
 
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend, 
 
Sarah Cook 
Headteacher 



  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


